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/i S.;ofemzfer 200, we bunch a ﬁﬁnﬁﬂa search ﬁ!’ ﬁe&ﬁa wrifing tatent fo join
Mitls & Boon's gaf?xé( @[ romaniic fcﬁbﬂ Stars.

A celebration of romantic fiction and romance, Aew Voices will put entrants through their
romantic fiction paces — and we want romantic fiction readers to have their say every
step of the way!

The winner of the competition will win some fantastic prizes, including publication by
Mills & Boon, a Mills & Boon editor for a year and an iPad!

We're really proud of the fact that our hugely talented authors are often women who
have read and loved Mills & Boon for years — and we’re hoping to find some more writing
stars among our readers!

Em‘emhﬁ the C"am/aeﬁ'ﬁbf?

You can enter the competition by uploading the first chapter of your Mills & Boon novel
to the competition website, www.romanceisnotdead.com (see for full terms and
conditions). All of the entries will be available to read on the site, and visitors will be
able to comment on every one of them!

The Mills & Boon editorial team will whittle down all the entries to just ten finalists, who’ll
be asked to write the second chapter of their Mills & Boon novel. Once they do, we’ll ask
the public to vote for their favourite one. Along with the judges, these votes will decide
who goes through to the next round, where the finalists will write the ‘pivotal moment’

of their Mills & Boon novel. Then, with the judges, the public will decide the winner by
voting for their favourite

Get Jnvotved

The hub of this search will be a fantastic website — www.romanceisnotdead.com. This

is where you’ll be able to enter the competition and find fantastic insights from our
editors — we’ll be updating it with daily items, ranging from writing masterclasses, to free
eBooks, free short stories, and blogs from your favourite authors. With enticing prize
draws for every visitor and brilliant articles, there will be a reason to come back daily!

You’'re the romance experts, so tell us what you think! Let us know which of the entries
you like, what you’d like to see more of — or less! We hope you’ll stop by the site from
6th September and get involved. We can’t wait to hear from you!
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7&/0 Mz’ﬁhﬁr 7;‘05 ﬁom Mils & Boon Edbifors

Could you be the next new Mills & Boon® writing star? We’re looking for talented new
authors, and if you’ve got a romance bubbling away in your head we want to hear from
you! But before you put pen to paper, here are some top tips from the Mills & Boon editors.

Z/fm/erafanq/ Whﬂc?f our !’E&Qé‘!’c? wan{: To do this you need to research, and love the
books our readers are reading — right now! The best way to get to know the different series
is to read our guidelines found on our website www.millsandboon.co.uk

Lcwe our cf&r&c{‘eré.' Readers follow their emotional journey to falling in love.
Focus on this, not elaborate, weird and wonderful plots.

Make the reader want fo wal¥in Gour feroine's shoes: She should be
believable and empathetic, someone your reader can identify with. Explore her life, her
triumphs, hopes, dreams. She doesn’t need to be perfect — just perfect for your hero...
She can have flaws just like the rest of us! These are 21st Century heroines every woman
can relate to, root for, a friend you can laugh and cry with. Think Rachel in Friends, Carrie
from Sex and the City and of course Bridget Jones!

%E’ !’E’&ﬂé’!’ Jfauﬁ/ f:?t? n ﬁwe w;'ﬂ?ﬂ é(aw’ /Jzzﬂaf Mr Darcy from Pride and
Prejudice, Russell Crowe in Gladiator or Daniel Craig as James Bond are all Alpha males
—they are successful, in control, get what they want — and are dangerously attractive

to women. They have risen to the top because of their strength of character, their sheer
determination and passion. And they will do anything to get their heroine...

Emaﬁbﬂaf Ca/ﬂc{f' You can’t have a satisfying romance without one! Just as
real-life relationships have ups and downs, so do the heroes and heroines in novels.
Conflict between the two main characters generates emotional and sensual tension.
Characters are driven by internal conflict — and they, in turn — will drive your story.

Our very last tip is remember that the best research you can do is to read as many of the
current titles as you can — now isn’t that the best homework you’'ve ever had to do?!
Good luck with your writing — and we look forward to meeting your fabulous heroines and
drop-dead gorgeous heroes!
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71/0 7& M Aé our /eo
w o Mafe Sour Romance, o/

ﬂm:%??ﬁ the dreaded cliche

We all have our pet hate cliché, the ones we’ve all seen before and make us say,
‘Here we go again!’ or ‘Haven’t | seen this before?!’

Instead, open your story book with a bang - hook your reader in on the first page
and show them instantly that this story is unique, something they won’t have seen
many times before.

A successful writer can use a conventional theme and twist it, turning it on its
head to deliver something with real wow factor!

Once you’ve established the direction of your story, make sure you bring fresh
takes and new twists to these traditional storylines - carve your own unique niche.

So when sitting down to start writing your own romance, there are four things you
must never forget!

@ Stretch your imagination
N
@ Stay true to the genre
@ It’s all about the characters - start with them, not the plot!

@ Mills & Boon is about creating fantasy out of reality. Surprise us with your
characters’ stories and ideas

So whether it’s a marriage of convenience story, a secret baby theme, a traumatic
past or a blackmail story, make sure you add your own unique sparkle which will
make your readers come back for more!

ﬁm more expert writing fips, check out

W ramaﬁceflif?&faéaq( com
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Gmg( 'S ﬂna{amat( %[ a Hero

(or The Bits Jd Borrow fo Make the Pe,pécf Mar)
%{ Mitls & Boon® auttor Ihaia Gﬂecg(

Danie€ Craig’s eyes.

So piercing you almost believe he

can see right through your clothes.

Sonathian Riys Meyers' mouth?
Or Gael Garcia Bernal's? e—
James Franco’s?

Don’t make me choose!

Sotnny Depp’s cheekbones.
Duh... who else’s?

/ﬁgﬁ’ JSackman's chest.
It’s like Michelangelo’s David,
digitally remastered.

obert Paitinson’s hands.

ply because of that piano scene.

Taytor Lauter's six pack.

(He’s so young... is this wrong?)

Beckham's Buff. in Armani.

Or not in Armani. Whatever.

Mr &m‘y ‘s ﬂﬁg&

(I think it's the breeches.)

Plus a combination of Stephen Fry’s brain for help with the crossword, Barack Obama’s
awesome charisma and Will Smith’s sexy sense of humour...
I’'m laughing all the way to the bedroom!

Jfb’ouf /ﬂqéa* Greg

India Grey loves writing her own ‘romantic versions of reality’. She is an award
winning writer, who has always loved story-telling. India lives in Cheshire with
her husband and three children. Visit www.millsandboon.co.uk for more
details on this rising star of romantic fiction.
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Mitts & Boon’s Guidt fo Cet‘g’b/m"{g’t,( M&z’w}ﬁeé

From 24-hour whirlwind weddings to the Golden couples of Hollywood - Mills & Boon
presents the longest and shortest celebrity marriages!

Celebrity marriages are fascinating! They invite endless speculation from who will marry
who, and when they’ll tie the knot...to which couture designer will create The Dress and
which guests the happy couple invite — or perhaps more

interestingly, who didn’t make the cut!

= T
Ji Deatt do us part’ & !
But most fascinating of all, are those whirlwind, ,
shot gun marriages, which amongst all the glitz / ‘
and glamour ended before the ink dried on their e y
marriage certificate. , BRI ,1'- ,I

We all gasped in shock that pop-star Britney Spears
secretly got hitched to childhood friend Jason Alexander

in Vegas one wild and reckless night, whist wearing jeans
and a baseball cap!. But it was no surprise that the marriage
was quickly annulled less than 55 hours later.

I

- . -

Jorever and Ever..

But for every broken heart there are also those other celeb marriages which restore your
faith in everlasting Mills & Boon romance!

Posh and Becks have defied the odds and 11 years and 3 children later are still as strong
as ever. The long-lasting marriage of Paul Newman and Joanne Woodward was legendary
- they celebrated their Golden Anniversary in January 2008. Joanne said on her
relationship with Paul, "Sexiness wears thin after a while and beauty fades, but to be
married to a man who makes you laugh every day, ah, now that's a real treat."

So it seems that Hollywood’s magic can end in the ultimate happy-ever-after...
Now that’s what we here at Romance HQ call true love!
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Jo Love, Honour and 012505%{

by Natalie Anderson

Get ;}@m}*eq/ with; s exctusive Mills & Boon' exiract

‘Ana.’ He didn’t sound breathless. But he did sound quiet. He nodded at
the empty seat next to her. ‘Mind if | sit here?’

Her smile became that little bit fixed. ‘Not at all. Please.” She shifted on
her own, moving that imperceptible half-inch nearer the side of the truck
and away from him. Her heart thudded harder, all senses on acute alert
as she clamped on the muscles.

No way, no way, no way. Seb couldn’t be here. And she couldn’t be
thinking about...what she’d been thinking about. Not about him. ‘Fancy
seeing you here,” she said. ‘Africa. Of all places.’

He sat and the devilishness showed in his grin. ‘Quite some coincidence,
isn't it?’

‘Quite.” As if it really were. ‘Who told you | was here?’

‘No one,’ he said innocently. ‘It really is a coincidence.’

Yeah right.

He turned, watching her too close, sitting too close. ‘Oh, | got the divorce
papers.’

Oh, so he was just going to throw that in casually, huh? Ana made her
smile even sweeter. ‘Did you sign them?’

Please, please, please. Then this really would be over.

‘Not yet.’

Her heart skidded.

‘l wanted to see you first.’

Jor more inspirin readls, downtoad a Mitls & Boon eBook ﬁrﬁ fﬁeef
/’l-?miu{‘ more ai www. euer}fomaa{hg. com
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%fnﬁ& you never Fnew about Mitts & Boon

Established in 1908, Mills & Boon is the world’s favourite publisher of romantic
fiction. Millions of readers across the globe love indulging in the glamour and
romantic escapism of Mills & Boon.

Mﬂ & Boon in HHME{EFJ.'

@ A Mills & Boon book is bought every 4 seconds in the UK
.

@ Over 130 million Mills & Boon books are bought worldwide every year
.

@ Mills & Boon publish over 50 titles every month

@ Mills & Boon books are available in 26 languages and 109 countries

Mitts & Boon is the onbine fome of [Romance:

@ Romance HQ on Twitter has over 1600 followers

@ Over 150,000 Mills & Boon eBooks were downloaded last year

@ 71% of Mills & Boon Facebook fan group members are under 35

For more details, visit www.millsandboon.co.uk
Enter New Voices now at www.romanceisnotdead.com
Become a fan on Facebook at www.facebook.com/romancehq
Follow Romance HQ on Twitter @millsandboonuk

If you’d like to run a competition, extract, or interview with a Mills & Boon author
on your blog or website, contact Ann Bissell or Alexander Martin at Midas PR

on 020 7361 7860 or e-mail
ann.bissell@midaspr.co.uk / alexander.martin@midaspr.co.uk
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